
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  Today’s Back-to-School Blessing has been designed to inspire all  of us to go and share the love 
of God with everyone we meet in our daily lives. You will find the order of worship for today’s service on 
Page 4.  A sermon series based on the letter of 1 John will begin next week.



  A new school year is beginning! We are so excited to welcome 120 
students and 20 staff members to Aldersgate Academy this year. We have 
an opportunity to serve the children, their families, and the staff during our 
annual Meet-the-Teacher event this Thursday, August 27, from 10:00 a.m. - 
12:00 p.m. Families will come to tour the building, drop off school supplies, 
and meet their teachers. 
   We need volunteers:
 •  To lead tours through the building and guide families to their
      to classrooms.
 •  To distribute welcome packets from the church, water bottles, 
     school uniforms, and snacks for the children.
 •  To greet families at the door when they arrive.
  Volunteers will need to arrive by 9:15 a.m. on Thursday morning, and 
activities should be completed by 12:15 p.m. We’ll wear our Aldersgate Alive 
t-shirts and be a warm, welcoming presence for Academy families.    
     Please contact me at 660-0703 or ellenknox@sbcglobal.net to let me know 
where you would like to serve or if you need a t-shirt. Thank you so much for 
your help. We can’t do this without you! — Ellen Knox

In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:   
   9:00 a.m.    Combined Worship Service 
 10:05 a.m.    Celebration Breakfast 
                        in Fellowship Hall
 11:00 a.m.    McMurry Welcome Week Chapel 
         in Radford Auditorium
 

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. 
for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult 
Sunday School classes, 
call Amy Wilson 
Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Check out our website, www.aldersgateabilene.org, on the “connect” page 
for an updated calendar of events! 

Monday:
    7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts
Wednesday:
   7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir
Thursday:
   10:00 a.m Academy 
   Meet the Teacher

Academy Connection: Meet the Teacher 

Eli Palmer on the first day 
of the Academy last year.



   Children’s Ministry: Fall Parent Meeting and Kids for Christ!

Bowie Elementary: Classroom Volunteers

  We will have our fall parent meeting 
next week, August 30, at 10:20 a.m. in the 
sanctuary. During this short meeting, we will 
go over our fall schedule, and you will have a 
chance to sign up to help cook and serve for 
our Sunday night meals. Our Sunday evening 
kids programming, Kids for Christ, will start 
on September 13, from 5:00 p.m.-7:30 pm. 
During this time, the kids will be divided 
up into age-level groups and will have a 
chance to delve more deeply into the Sunday 
morning lesson as well as focus on scripture 
memorization. They also have choir practice 
and eat supper during this time.        
     Next week will begin our regular school-year Sunday School. Our preschool teachers are Dianne Martin 
and Suzie Lumpkins. The Kindergarten-1st Grade teacher is Shannon Zachary, and the 2nd-3rd Grade 
teacher is Michelle Platt. The 4th-5th Grade teacher is Jasmine Majkowski.  All of these classes meet in the 
back hallway.  If your kids never have attended Sunday School, I encourage you to join us this year.  Our 
teachers are wonderful and truly love our kids! We’re looking forward to a wonderful fall! — Alayna Brooks

    Studies show that reading to children offers many benefits to their brain development. It’s also really fun! 
(This photo is from the day we gave away a copy of Dr. Seuss’ Oh,The Places You’ll Go! to each student at 
Bowie Elementary School at the beginning of the 2014-2015 School Year.) Last year, I read to small groups 
of first graders every week, and I cannot overstate what joy it brought to my heart. I looked forward to their 
smiling faces and sweet voices and energetic attention to the stories each week. I have it on good authority 

that every teacher at Bowie would enjoy 
having a classroom volunteer from Aldersgate 
United Methodist Church. The commitment is 
weekly, but the schedule is yours to set. If you 
are interested in volunteering in a classroom 
at Bowie during 2015-2016, please contact 
me at (325) 660-5017 or amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org. I will work with you to 
coordinate your scheduling needs with the staff 
at Bowie so that we find a classroom and time 
that is just right for you. I trust that you will 
find that the benefits to your soul are as great as 
those to the student’s academic development. 
Thanks be to God! —Amy Wilson Feltz



Youth Ministry: Back-to-School
    Last Sunday, our youth participated in a 
multi-church dodge ball tournament. As you 
can tell from the picture, our youth represented 
our church well as we took home the gold! I 
was proud of our fight, determination, and 
teamwork as we slew the mighty St. Paul, St. 
James, and FUMC youth groups! They were 
worthy opponents, and much fun was had!
    The school year is almost upon us. What 
better way to finish out the summer than a 
POOL PARTY? This Sunday, August 23, the 
youth will meet at the Hartmann home from 
5:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Feel free to bring friends!
    The following week, we will begin our regular 
school year programming. If you would like to know more about this upcoming year, we are having a parent 
meeting on August 30 at 4:00 p.m., with youth group to follow from 5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. We will discuss 
meals for the coming year, big events and trips, and answer any questions you might have. — Daniel Mathis

College Ministry: Welcome Students!
     I love the beginning of the fall semester. We get to reunite with our friends who have been gone for the 
summer and meet many new people who are looking for a place to call “home.” Each university offers an 
event for churches to meet new students. These events are filled with energy, free food, music, laughter, 
and hopefully some sort of connection. We usually show up and hand out ice cream, but more importantly 
we try to offer students the opportunity to see who we are as part of Aldersgate UMC. We get to share 

stories about our wonderful community of worship 
and mission and to offer invitations to join us on the 
journey of discipleship. We acknowledge that deep 
down, everyone desires a place to belong, and we 
believe that Aldersgate can be that place for many 
students. 
    We are also hosting an event this week to further 
connect with students. We have rented out the Family 
Life Center of First Baptist Church on August 27 from 
7:00p.m.-9:00pm. During this time, we will enjoy 
free food, skating, bowling, and bubble soccer. We 
hope to have a lot of fun, but more importantly, we 
hope to communicate to students that we take them 
seriously and that they can find a place to belong in 
the Aldersgate community. 
— Kyle Watson 



Connections: Growth Groups Begin September 13

Mark Your Calendars: Rummage Sale Dates!
    Thank you to everyone who has brought items for the Rummage Sale! Both of our storage buildings are 
cram-packed! We can take a few more smaller items, but large item donations will happily be accepted on 
September 26 during set-up. Here are the Rummage Sale dates to remember: 
 August 25: 10:00 a.m. Rummage Sale Committee Meeting in Patio Room
 September 21-25: Set Up Tables and Racks 
 September 26: 10:00 a.m. Unload Storage!
 September 27-30: Set Up (Sort and Price Goods)
 September 30: 5-7 p.m. Preview Night ($5 Entry Fee)
 October 1: SALE BEGINS! 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
 October 2: 8:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
 October 3: 8:00 a.m. - Noon ($1 Per Sack Day) (Tear-down Immediately Following)

Thank You: Men’s Breakfast
    After eight years of wonderful fellowship and delicious food, we have discerned prayerfully that the 
season of the Men’s Fellowship Breakfast has come to an end. We want to thank everyone in the church 
community for the support the MFB received and the speakers who got up at the crack of dawn to deliver 
testimonies of their personal faith journey. A special thanks goes to Brad Birchum for substituting for Ray. 
A huge shout-out goes to the many cooking teams and the men who helped set up and tear down tables. 
Special gratitude goes to Sandy Martin, Bera Johnson, and Katrina Robinson for volunteering to clean the 
kitchen. We also want to thank Larry Haney for serving as our MC and several members of the church and 
staff for furnishing music. A special thanks goes to Steve Brooks for his delicious pancakes. We trust that 
God continues to be at work in the fellowship of our community. 
Grace and Peace  — Ray Estes and Billie Langston

    This week, I thought I’d share thoughts from Growth 
Group members again. When asked, “What have you 
enjoyed most about Growth Group?” they responded: 
getting to know and bond with others, experiencing similar 
life situations, friendship, laughter and fun, appreciating 
one another, knowing I am loved, becoming better 
acquainted with the others in the group, my friends in 
Christ, the guacamole, sharing ideas, immediate acceptance 

into the group, open and honest discussion, community, support (giving and receiving), encouragement, getting 
to know people from our church on a more personal level, getting to know some people I didn’t know before, 
sharing different perspectives, tears and spiritual growth, being able to discuss your life’s trials in confidence, 
total release of the day’s stress by laughter, the group proved to be the calm in my very stormy spring, was a 
weekly reminder that life is bigger than the drama of the moment. If this sounds like something in which you 
want to take part, then I encourage you to sign up for a Growth Group right now through your Welcome 
Card or at the Welcome Center! If you have any questions, you may contact me at jessica@aldersgateabilene.
org or (210) 849-9122. — Jessica Watson



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw

Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner
Millie Speed

Presence                       8.16.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $7363.00
Received This Month-to-Date = $48,742.70
Received Year-to-Date = $508,736.04
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $30,580.28
Total Playground Pledges & Donations = $65,356.42

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 195
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 154

Total Worship Service Attendance = 349                       
 Sunday school = 151

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
on the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare 
is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert SandovalFacebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

Dear Aldersgate Friends,
Thank you for the delicious breakfast! The Wal-Mart gift card will 
really come in handy. You all are such a blessing to all of us at Bowie! 
Love, Laura Vinson (1st Grade teacher)



by Pastor Steve

We invite you to 
read Eat This Book: 
A Conversation in 
the Art of Spiritual 
Reading by Eugene 
H. Peterson. If you 
would like a copy, 
please call the church office at 
672-7893, or make a note on the 
Welcome Card, and we will order 
a copy for you. The price is $15. 
Grace and Peace!
  —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

In the Word                

           
Sun:     
Mon:   
Tue:     
Wed:   
Thur:             
Fri:      
Sat:     

Sun:    
Mon:  
Tue:   
Wed:  
Thur:  
Fri:    
Sat:      
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of 
passages that will take you through 
the Bible in a year. Please consider 
reading both each day as we 
continue to grow in our knowledge 
of God’s word.  

Phillipians 1-4
1 Timothy 1-6
Titus 1-3
1 Peter 1-5
Hebrews 1-6
Hebrews 7-10
Hebrews 11-13

Revelation 2:1-7
Revelation 2:8-11
Revelation 2:12-17
Revelation 2:18-29
Revelation 3:1-6
Revelation 3:7-13
Revelation 3:14-22

   Sermon Passages

     Chronological Bible Readings

   The lead staff members here at Aldersgate  are 
shown in the photo below, from left to right: 
David Wallis Director of Music, Kathryn 

Andrews Director of Administration, Carol Rogers Director 
of Aldersgate Academy, Daniel Mathis Director of Youth and 
Contemporary Worship, Jessica Watson Director of Connections, 
Kyle Watson Director of College Ministry, Alayna Brooks Director 
of Children’s Ministry, KB Woods Financial Officer, Amy Wilson 
Feltz Associate Pastor, Susan Acosta Receptionist, and yours truly, 
Steve Brooks, Pastor.  This photo was taken during our annual staff 
retreat this past Tuesday.  Special thanks go to Phyllis Stine, who 
provides us a meeting space each year, and to Katrina Robinson and 
Sherry Johnson, who take care of things here at the church while we 
are away on retreat.
     Each year, we use retreat day to refocus our energies for the coming 
year by spending time working with the church calendar and our 
individual schedules,  talking about our passion for ministry and 
discussing our hopes, dreams and desires for Aldersgate.  We also 
spend time discussing  the values that we hold as a staff. We committed 
to put these values into practice in our lives with one another and with 
all of you:  grace/forgiveness, honesty, integrity, being open and non-
judgmental, teamwork, sharing our stories, showing compassion, 
humility, community, learning, and being further transformed 
into the likeness of Christ.  These are the values that we hold and 
are the qualities that you can expect from us.  We are not perfect 
and will make 
mistakes as we 
seek to live into 
these values, of 
course. If you 
see one of these 
values lacking 
in us, please 
talk to us.  We 
want to make 
it right.  Grace 
and Peace!        


